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Chapter 2: Winners Introduction

Abstract

Ancient Persian language was spoken in southern Iran during the reign of
the Achaemenid kings. It was the official language of the court under the
Achaemenids. Many written works in the script of Old Persian cuneiform have
survived. The book Old Persian: Inscriptions,Dictionary has several sections.
The first section deals with the history of encounters between the Europeans
and Iranians and the way the Europeans were introduced to the ancient Iranian
monuments and cuneiform scripts and their attempts to discover the codes of
old Persian cuneiform scripts. The second section of the book discusses the
views of the scholars about the originality of old Persian cuneiform scripts.
In the third section, the inscriptions ascribed to the Achaemenid kings have
been introduced and discussed. The fourth section has been allotted to the
translation of the old Persian inscriptions into modern Persian. In the fifth
section, a detailed glossary of the words used in old Persian inscriptions has
been provided. This glossary has discussed the etymology of the words.
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