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Pioneer in Humanities and Islamic Studies

The Late Allameh Mohammad-Taqi Ja'fari

Biography

Allameh Mohammad Taghi Jafari was born in a religious family in Tabriz in 1923. 
Mohammad Taghi had learned how to read and write from his mother even before 
he started school, so he began his education from fourth grade. Indeed, his academic 
progress was wonderful from the very beginning, but it was Ayatollah Shahidi 
who actually realized how talented he was years later. After elementary school, 
Mohammad Taghi began to study at the Talebieh seminary, and then moved to 
Tehran and Qom, where he studied under some of the outstanding religious scholars 
of his time. But when he heard about his mother's illness, he returned to tabriz, and 
attended Ayatollah Shahidi's classes. Soon, the ayatollah insisted that he leave for 
Najaf so much that he decided to leave for the Najaf school of theology. 

Mohammad Taghi Jafari spent 11 years in Najaf and learned from great scholars. 
His progress was so spectacular that he was conferred on the greatest degree of 
jurisprudence – ijthad – when he was only 23. He was soon teaching at Najaf, too. 
When the Allameh returned to Iran, he continued to study the new waves of thought 
that were rapidly spreading throughout intellectualism. He undoubtedly approved 
the basic idea of intellectualism, which was what had drawn him from decadent, 
traditional thoughts to study modern ones; the study that dominated his 60-year 
academic career.  Allameh Jafari strongly believed in originality and discussion.


